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QUESTION AND ANSWER.

WYCHE IODGE NO. 3638. 1974

Should the J.W. be responsible for proving visitors.

The Responsibility for the admission of visitors is primarily with the J.W.,

who is so directed at his investiture. But ultimate responsibility rests with
the W.M., who undertakes, at his Installation, that no ¥isitor shall be receiyv>a
'without due examination, and producing proper Vouchers of his having been
initiated in a regular Lodge'. If the J.W. is on duty in the Lodge, th: W M.
may delegate the D.C., or one or more P.Ms. to act as examiners, and Zt is they
who become, :in a sense, the 'proper Vouchers', when they are -atiuf .ad.

The examination should cover adequately all the Craft Degrec- t.a. the visit.~
claims to hold. If the result is not wholly satisfactory, adm.ssion should be
refused.

Methods: Ask for the signs, Tokens and Words of the th-ee Degrees. I he visitor

may be hesitant, or not wholly correct in his an.ver.. He ms;" even be a non-
Mason who has obtained his information from sor. i.vegular - wurcs. The

examination should be extended to include on~ or “wo procea.ral questions relating

to specific details in the ceremonies., Bi.t chere is = uzeul additional check.
2. Ask the name and number of the visi.-rs thga. w. th the place and dates of
Meetings. (All these can be checked i.stintly ir wne G.L. Year Book, which

the Secretary should have.) This $s ~ne re.so. wiy all brethren should be
able to vouch for their wvisit.r:, nd for .>'cn all invitations should be
conducted via., the Lodge S~_.—e‘ary.

Should the J.D. bow af‘e. iisplayieé_ﬁne T.B's.

After due search, I have been ara le to find any specific instruction on this
in any of the riwals. In .ty omn opinion, I feel that this is quite unecessary,

the board shinll be turmed a. d the Deacon then turns and proceeds back to his chair,

The procelur~ i) lef? "o ‘hat of the normal custom of the Lodge.

Is i* correct feo thy I.G. to step outside the Lodge when a meeting or ceremony
iq iy progres:.

T).e instruci‘ra in the ritual é?tes 'the I.G. should not step over the threshold
of the Lodge when he admits a candidate', he should also be in charge of the
opening and closing of the door. In this Lodge the I.G. answers the door
according to the Knocks, though in other Lodges it is their custom to look
though the Peep Hole first,



4. Qo Is it necessary for the 5. or J.Ws. chair to be occupied by a P.M. when they

have vacated the chair to undertake another duty which is part of the ceremony.

A, It is not at all important; If your particular working of the ritual (or
perhaps simple Lodge custom) requires that someone occupies the Chair while one

or both Wardens do some part of their Masonic Duties on the floor of the Lodge,
I would not quarrel with that; I can only assumre you that it is quite unnecas:tary

for the Chair to be occupied by any kind of deputy on such occasions. One ncuaril
never dream of filling the S.W. and J.W. Chairs when those two officers .- a.e
their places to come onto the floor of the Lodge during the Closing Zin \iic
Third Degree for example.

When either of the Wardens has to leave the Temple, for any .sa.un at a.l,
then it is proper for the W.M. to ask someone to fill the Cha‘r pro temp e

5« Q. Could you inform us as to what the medal or jewel is o ‘ae W.Ms. Chllar.

A, The jewel that you refer to is the Commemorative J-we! of the M.W. urand
Master's 250th Anniversary Fund, and it significs *hat this Louve donated to
that fund the sum of £1 per member of the Lodge a., that 4a.«.( The sum total
collected was over half a million pounds.)

The design of the jewel embodies the ccu trai theme (7 tie Arms first: granted
to the 'Hole Crafte & Felawship of .“suns' in 1472, a grant which marked the
highest form of official recognit.ra >f thc Cixft, as one of the City Companies.
A field of Sable, a Chevron of Silver, g -«if\eu,
Three Castles of the same, ma.nished vith ayors and windows of the field.
In the Chevron, a Commas ~f Black.
This description co..ss frum the {1::xt of the Grant, which gives us the earliest
description of ths, design in tls.c- and Silver, and, since 1472, the arms
reappear reglr.ly  with cccasional minor modification = in all sorts of
Masonic doc» ven‘s.
The original r2ant c~.*ained no motto, and the earliest record of a motto attached
to the .rms appear; o. the tomb of William Kerwin, dated 1594, in St. Helens
Churc™. Bishopigais. It reads:

*Souw Is Our Guide"

Ahe Company i~.deed has no authorised motto, but since the early 17th century,
1t appears to have used the words:

"In The Lord Is All Our Trust"
There is evidence that the premier Grand Lodge, founded in 1717, began using the
Arms within a few years after its foundation, even though early minute books are
silent on this subject. They were certainly using the Arms in their seal before
1813, and soon after the Union of the rival Grand Lodges was accompléshed in that
year,, the Arms of the United G"and Lodge were designed so that half the shield
contained the same 'Three Castles, Chevron and Compass' while the arms of
'Antients - 'A Man, A lion, An Ox, and an Eagle', completed the other half,
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Thus, the Grand Master's 250th Anniversary Jewel actually spans the history of

our ancient Craft over a period of nearly 500 years, since 1472. But the.roots

of the Fellowship of Masons in England go back mush further than that, to the

year 1356, when 12 skilled master masons came before the Mayor and Aldermen at
Guildhall, in London, to settle a demarcation dispute, and to darw up a code of
trade regulations, because their trade had not, until then, 'been regulated in

due manner, by the goverment of folks of their trade, in such form as other tr.des'
were,

This was the true beginning of mason trade organisation in England, whi'h ,ave rise
to the 'Hole Crafte and Felawship of Masons', later the London Mason. ( ompany.

So, nearly 500 years after the Arms were first granted, the Gre:ui .-dge ce«ebrated
its 250th Anniversary with a gift of over half a million pounis to be de o*.d

to research into science and surgery, under the Royal Coll~ge of Surg-on.. for

the beefit of all mankind., ILet us hope that in 250 yeirs fiom r.w (he Craft -
8till flourishing - will mark the occasion in a simil.v .sanner - an. 'prove to the
worl the happy and beneficial effects of our anciet und honimrble Institution.

At the Quarterly Communication each June a re o.t¢ Is made .» Grand Lodge on the

progress made during the year by the Surge..~ otc. who hawi, been awarded scholarships
through this fund. 5

Should the V.S.L. be placed so that i. cin be recia by the W.M. or the Candidate?

The V.S.L. is an essential part of tlie Lodge ~he.. in session, and there is no
specific rule as to which way it .nould be turned. But when it is to be used by a
Bandidate for the purpore of ‘Yaking a= "bligation, it becomes in a certain sense
his book. Our Lodges 3i-e required 'o —ovide for each Candidate that particular
version of Holy Writ w.>ch belo~7s %o his faith, and for the Obligation, at least,
there can be no cuubt that that Blok should be so arranged that he can recognize

and read it.

When the Cquo-e and Cor.ranses are displayed on the V.S.L., should the points of
the Coup.sses be t arac the W.M. or towards the West,

Tkis is one of hore old vexed questions upon which the Grand Lodge has never

Jau~ a ruliang.  Both arrangements are to be seen in different lLodges, and, of
:Qurse, it is possible to develop good symbolical reasons in favour of either
practice,

Perhaps the most useful guide that can be given on this question is the actual
practice of the Gpand lLodge when in session. There, the V.S.L. faces towards the
West, and the Compass points face the west (so that the arms of the square are
roughly parallel with the position of a Candidates' feet). It should be noted that
Grand Lodge does not insist that this is the only correct arrangement, but where
there is doubt I would suggest that their practice is the best to be followed.
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8. R. What is the definition and origin of the Masonic Term "Lewis", and what are his

privileges, if any.

A. Lewis: "An iron contrivance for the raising of heavy blocks of stone" (0.E.D.)
Three metal parts (i.e., two wedge - shaped side pieces and a straight central
piece), which are set into a prepared hole in a stone. When bolted into
position the metal parts form a dovetailed grip inside the stone, and a metal (ve
or shackle, attached at the exposed end, enables the block to be easily ho’steu,
The origin of the term "Lewis" is obscure. It appears in mediaeval
architectural usage as 'Lowes and Lowys, but several notable authori’ie. “ave
examined the possibility that our form is derived from the French . rd Louve
(# she-wolf) which can be traced to French usage in 1611 and 1576, ~here t ey have
the same Architectural meaning as the Bnglish word "lewis". ‘
In Speculative Masonic usage, "A Lewis is the uninitiat~2 son of a Maso "
According to (Bd. of Gen Purposes; Points of Procedura), *-e wo> { h:s had this
meaning in the Craft since 1738, if not earlier.

As to the privileges, the following extract from . letter writ'en by the then
Grand Secretary, Bro. Sidney White, on May 2/%., ' 945, des ibes the situation
under the Grand lLodge of England;

" A Lewis is the son of a Mason, irr. spec*.ve of ‘b: *ime of his birth. He
has no privileges other than that he m~ claim s¢~Zcrity should there be more
than one Candidate Initiated on o1 e anu the siwe lay."

9.Q. What is meant by the Length of i, Cable-tiv,

A, This is a comparitively wcdera symbo’ic. 1 allusion to ancient operative practice
by which masons wer~ ahil ed to a’te~d the (Annual) assemblies if they were within
a specified distance. .he earii.si documents belonging to the Craft, i.e. the
MS. Constitutions ‘o> Ancient Ciurges), usually contained regulations on this
subject, e.g. The Regivs ™%, ¢ 1390, prescribed attendance except in case of
siskmess o1 re-.sonabl~ e.cusu, The Cooke Ms., ¢ 1410, only excused attendance
if in " per;lle of deth: ", Neither of these texts specified any particular
distanie, but l.wr versions stated the number of miles within which attendance
vis obl.gatory,. .(.g., in two newly discovered versions of the Constitutions now
31 ‘he care of the Grand Lodge Library, the earliest text, ¢ 1625, demands
attendance within seven miles, and a later one specifies fifty miles. In most
cases the distances vary from five to 50 miles,

The Dumfires No.4 MS., c¢. 1710, has a question in the catechism:-
Q. Hou i%o you brought in.
A. shamefully wt a rope about my neck.
Pritchard in 1730, mentioned " the lenght of a Cable-rope from shore...." as
part.of one of the penalties in his Obligation.
These are indications of the way in which tke rope may have come into our
ceremonies, and they probably bear quite seperate symbolical explanations, But
when a candidate undertakes to attend tﬂe Lodge, if within the length of his
cable-tow, he is making a simple promise to attend so long as it is in his poer to QSa_
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Vhat are "Cowans" and why were they excluded from the Craft.

The 0.E.D. definition is: "One who builds dry stone walls (e.i., without mortar);
a dry-stone-dyker; applied derogatorily to one who does the work of a mason, but
vwho has not been regularly apprenticed or bred to the trade.

Cowan is an essentially Scottish trade term, and it belongs to the time
when lodges, as trade-controlling bodies, put restrictions against the emplcyment
of cowans, in order to protect the fully-trained men of the Craft. The er..licst
official ban against cowans appeared in the Schaw Statutes in 1598:-

"Item, that no master of fellow of the craft received any cowans to = rk
in his society or company nor send any of his servants to work wi*: corans, under
the penalty of twenty pounds,so often as any person offends he:ouniecp,"
But there are numerous records of breaches of this regulatio. .
The minutes of Lodge Mother Kilwinning, in 1705, indicate that, though s%iil
restricted, the employment of cowans was permissible i1 .er¢ain ‘as.'s, depending
on the supply of labour.

The Lodge agreed:-
" that no man shall employ a cowan .. .. if thure be one mason to be

found within 15 miles he is not to employ a ¢owair under t.e penalty of forty
shillings, Scots." .
The same regulation contains the famous Jelinitio: 01 « cowan as one ".....
without the word",. .

In the burgh of the Cannogate (.dj i-=ing Ed'.bu.i), cowans had a higher status,
and were granted Freedom, wi*a ,-wers to \nr« in stone or clay, but without
lime, and although there re.trictios- were varied from time to tim¢, they were
enforced, and penaltiic wyre levie” w. e+, a cowan worked in materials

beyond thos permittea * him,

Why is the Jrmio> Vorden described as the "Ostensible Steward of the Lodge"

The answer al.ges on th® fac. that from about 1600 onwards, when we begin to have
two Warcanz in the IoPg>, the J.W.'s principal duty seems to have related to the
itineran. masons, wvisitors, etc. Much later, in the 1770's when we get first
drinils of tae ctial words of the Investiture of Officers, those duties
rvel=¢ing (o the care of visitors, etc., are allocated to the J.W. in print, and
tais continucs inti the middle decades of the 19th Century.

Stewards, responsible for the organisation of Lodge feasting and feeding are
recorded in the 1720's and this suggests the possibility of confusion in the duties
of Stewards and Junior Warden. Nobody seems to have worried about this until
"Emulation" took the matter up - and in 1906 (that is very late in deed, but

I cannot find it in earlier rituals) they intorduced the little speech in the
Investiture telling the J.W. that he was (or is) the "Ostensible Steward of the
Lodg;" i.e. because of his duties in regard to Visitors. The Stewards are still

Stewards; the J.W. is a kind of artificial Steward, in the right of his
ancient duties, I beiieve that Emulation is the only working to use this phrease.



12. Q. Why two Knocks for the Tyler,

A. This is of recent origin, The knocks have no sinificance, witl
the Craft, a.mf:ﬁke other knocks are not answered by the "aruie s,
and the Tyler cannot come into the Lodge unless the I.G . =211l.48 him
to do so, This form of suming the Tyler is unauthorisei, but as it i) a
practice which has been used by most lLodges for a cunviderable (ime,
it has become what one might say a recent inovat’on .liich .S 1.9t heen

depticated by Grand Lodge. In my own opinio-. I would not be
prepared to say that it was wrong.

It may have developed from the fact, that -L  knocks viti> a total

of three are associated with our ritus® (ne knock on the door was always
associated with an alarm, may be “.e. this cmac ‘ato being, two was
used to differentiate from the othelrs,
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the Lodge, one Walking before, and one en each
Side, and my Friend in the Rear. Thus was | Sroughe
out of Darknefs into Light.

Q. What did they do after this?

A. They informed the Mafter, they were ready to
execute his Orders.

Q. Whar did he order?

A. He ordered them to firip me naked.

Q. Did they flrip you naked ?

A. Yes.

Q. What was the Reafon they ftripped you?

A. In order thatall the Lodge might be well af-
{ured, they were not impofed on by a Woman.

Q. What Reafon have they for not admitting Wo.

men into this Myftery ?

A. Becaufe it is well known that Women in gene-
ral cannor keep their own Secrets, much lefs thrie
they are entrufted with,

Q. What Proof have you of this?

A. We have many Proofs of this, both i %Gered
and profane Hiftory ; but as one may farve; the Stos X
cf Sampfen and Dalilab will be fufficien: +"Chis Mon
bad no focner revealed the Secret, “wherein his Jredt
Strength hy, to his dearly beloved Miftrefr, than
fhe dilcovered it, and betray’d 4iaito the Pbi:Gines,
Judges xvi._for which Reafrn, Women ar: thought
not proper to be trufted witi. thi Secrets of Maioary,
and Sampln was never atier that ni:nbred among
¢ Free-Mafons. , ,

Q. Suppofe a Bother fhould prove fo weak, as
to betray the Secrots to his Wife or any Body elfe,
what is his Funifiiment ?

A. 1t it fheuid ever be known, he would be im-
mediately expelled the Lodge to which he belonged,
and never admitted to vific any other Lodge what-

Cver.
QI

® The Word Free, was added, becaule they tanght their Art
o the Free bomn only,

178+

%“‘ I)W* - ’f—wn !)f‘-\wm - &.. n—,é/bwsf a‘&a‘.“ ast,

—fL e Dl AT

——

(13)

Q..If a Woman fhould rafhly fivear, that fhe
would never cohabit with lier Hufband, unlefs he
told her the Secrets, would.tiat excufe him ?

4. No, by no mean’, ‘becaufe he may as eafily

de her that there''s nothing more in it, than 2
Set of Friends wellimet”and affembisd to be merry,
or tell her any Tale that is plaufible.

Q. Proceea now to teil.me what they did with you
after you was trripped

A Tl Mafter <!loahed me with the # Badge of
Innocinee:

0.\ Vhat did 1ie do after that?

«4."He todkume by the Right-hand, and placed me
anthe Cericer of the Brethren ; he then ordered me to

kneel dowa on both my Knees, and held the Point
of aSword which he had in his Hand to my Throar ;
ard snen he addreffed me as follows:

“« § TR,

You are now going to be admitted a Member of
this antient and honourable Fraternity, and it is ex-
pecled that you will lay yourfelf under the follow-
ing Obligation.

You. fhali not reveal to any Perfon or Perfons,
either by Word of Mouth, or your own Hand- writing,
or caufe to be revealed in any Manner whatever, any

or Parts, Point or Points, or any Traditions,
which have been, are now, or fhail hereafter be keld
as a Seeret among Free-Mafons, unle(s to an + ho-
nelt Man, whom you know is a Mafen, or to the
Mafter or Wardens of any regular Lodge.

And

* This’is a loofe white Garment, generally made of Holland,
or fome other fine Linnen, and fometimes of Silk. I: fhews that
when a Man is made a Mafon, he is believed to te a2 Man of cood

s and unfully'd Charaéter, or elfe he canno: be made.

b'+ If & Mafon proves otherwife, no Mafon dare farther inirudt
UM, on pain of being expelled all Lodges.



